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After having me, my mother had a series of ectopic pregnancies, which sadly made her unable to have more children. So I grew up 
as an only child (although according to my dad, I counted for ten). I've often been asked if I ever missed having siblings. Truth is, that 
as an only child, you simply don't know any different. I had a very happy childhood, without ever realising I was missing out on being 
part of a big family. I was always welcome to bring friends over to our house, and had loads of cousins to play with and share 
vacations with. I have fond memories of the many craft projects I did with my mum, and my dad often took me to work with him (he 
was a country vet).

http://babyccinokids.com/blog/


I always wanted to be a mum, and I always thought I would have at least three children. And now I have four! It's wonderful to see 
the interaction between those four. There is already so much love and support between them... Sara and Pim are so fond of their 
little siblings - and vice versa. Even though I know that only children enjoy equally happy childhoods as children from bigger families 
(and score higher in measures of intelligence and achievement!), I must say I love seeing what it is like to have siblings.



Of course, having (more) children isn't always an option. We have plenty of friends with no children, or ?only' one child because of 
their age, infertility problems, divorce, etc. Or simple because they want to, of course!
There are cons and pros for smaller or bigger families. Are you from a bigger family, or from a small one? And how many children do 
you have, if you have any at all?

xxx Esther

PS All photos are by Sue Cowell. Find more of her photos here and here.
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