daily inspiration for the modern family

DECORATE YOUR OWN SHIELD - A KNIGHTS' PARTY
MARCH 9, 2012

For Pim's ‘knights' themed birthday party last week, we had the idea of letting the boys decorate their own shields. | always like to do
something a bit creative with the kids to offer some ‘downtime’ before the more active games we played later. My husband had made
8 shields out of thin beech plywood, with bands (from cheap winch straps), and rivets. He used a round plate to make the design,
and an electric jigsaw to saw out the shields. | was impressed by how fast he made them, by the cool-looking end results, and by the
sturdiness of the shield! Oh, and the materials we used were really cheap - | think we didn't spend more than 10 euros for the 8

shields together.
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Shields in the making
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The finished shields

| printed some different images of coats of arms like dragons, lions, and unicorns, and bought carbon paper (didn't know it still
existed, but it does!). As a first party activity, each boy transferred a drawing onto their shield using the carbon paper. Taping the
printed paper and carbon paper to the shield helped to keep everything in place. The magic of tracing the drawing and automatically
transferring it to the shield kept them interested! Afterwards, they used markers to colour and personalise their shields. | was so
impressed by their concentration - they loved this activity and were so serious, and so proud of the results!
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Transferring the design using carbon paper
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Colouring and decorating

Of course we couldn't resist sewing 8 tunics for the knights the night before the party (including a tiny one for Ava!), and to get a few
plastic party helmets to go with the outfit. (Swords were forbidden - for obvious reasons...)
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